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Children and Young People’s Strategy

Consultation Questionnaire
This questionnaire aims to provide you with an opportunity to comment on the development of the
new Children and Young People’s Strategy. It has intended that through this document you will
have an opportunity to put forward your views to help inform this Strategy. This questionnaire
should be completed in association with the consultation document available on the
Department of Education website.
Copies of the consultation document and the response form can be downloaded from
the Department’s website at https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/consultations/children_and_
youngpeoples_strategy_2017_2027
Comments on the Strategy can be made online at the DE website, sent by email or posted to the
address below. The deadline for responses is 5.00 pm on Monday 27 February 2017.
By email:

cyps.consultation@education-ni.gov.uk

By writing to: Children and Young People’s Strategy Team
		Room 6.14
		
Department of Education
		Rathgael House
		
43 Balloo Road
		Rathgill
		
BANGOR BT19 7PR
Please note that all responses will be treated as public, and may be published on the Department
of Education website. If you do not want your response to be used in this way, or if you prefer for
it to be used anonymously, please indicate this when responding (see Statement of Confidentiality
and Access to Information at the end of this questionnaire).
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About You

I am responding...
As an individual
✔

On behalf of an organisation

Details of Organisation

Your name

Organisation name
Organisation address

Katherine McCloskey, Policy & Public Affairs Co-ordinator

NIACRO

Amelia House
4 Amelia Street
Belfast
BT2 7GS

3

The Proposed Aim of the Strategy
The proposed Aim of the Executive’s Children and Young People’s Strategy is:
“To work together to improve the well-being of all children and young people
in Northern Ireland - delivering positive long-lasting outcomes.”
Please tell us to what extent you agree with the Aim as outlined above?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comments below you have relating to the aim:

NIACRO is a voluntary organisation, working for more than 40 years to reduce crime and its impact on
people and communities. We provide services for, and work with, children and young people, adults in
the community, and people in prison and their families.
We believe that:
• children and young people can be diverted from the criminal justice system through support which
meets their needs and the needs of their families;
• people in prison, and their families, have the right to maintain and sustain relationships both in prison
and in the community; and
• helping people, who have offended, to make positive choices contributes to reducing offending.
Our comments are based on our direct experience of delivering services to children and young people,
who are at risk of offending or reoffending, people in prison and adults in the community, as well the
feedback we receive from our service users.
NIACRO is a member of Children in Northern Ireland and we would like to endorse their response to this
consultation. In addition to the comments made by Children in Northern Ireland, we would like to provide
some additional comments in relation to the areas in which we provide support and services to children
and young people.
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Proposed Key Principles
The consultation document proposes key principles that the Strategy and its delivery will
be guided by. These key principles are listed below:
●●

Participation

●●

Partnership

●●

Co-design

●●

Evidence-informed

●●

Focused on early intervention

●●

Age-appropriate actions

●●

Rights-based

●●

Subject to review

Please indicate to what extent you agree with the key principles:
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comments you may have relating to the key principles, including details of any
you would add, change or remove:
The introduction of an Outcomes Based Accountability model (OBA) represents an opportunity for
creating new forms of social contract between the Executive and the people of Northern Ireland. The
commitment to openness and transparency with the ability for the public to be in a position to judge
performance and progress is significant.
The indicators of what change is expected are important but equally so is the Data Development
Agenda that such a framework requires if it is to be robustly evidenced. We believe that building the
data capture and analysis process will not be cost neutral, if we are not merely to use currently available
data which has limited applicability or indeed is only a rough measure of an indicator.
A commitment to partnership working is an important recognition that the delivery of outcomes will often
be undertaken at the ‘front line’, at a distance from government departments, by the community and
voluntary sector as well as the private sector. To ensure the appropriateness of delivery arrangements,
NIACRO believes there is a requirement for a Social Value Act - to undertake our role as innovators,
advocates and critical friends, voluntary sector organisations require support. We would ask that public
procurement becomes an equal playing field, supported by the introduction of legislation similar to a
Social Value Act in Northern Ireland which recognises the worth of voluntary and community
organisations. We ask that public buyers consider quality as well as cost to ensure that service delivery
has the impact intended and makes a difference.
In the NIACRO Manifesto (developed to inform the PfG (2016)), we highlighted, in the context of
reduced resources, the risk that bureaucratic procurement processes will stifle innovation and devalue
the significance of experience and community connectivity. The danger of an over-emphasis on initial
low costs offered by loss-leading private companies is that it does not take account of the additional
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Proposed New Structures
The consultation document proposes that new structures will be established, and existing
structures utilised, to oversee the delivery of the Strategy. These structures are:
●●

Ministerial led Sub-Committee for Children and Young People

●●

Children and Young People’s Strategy Group

●●

Stakeholder forum

●●

Children and Young People’s Strategy Partnership (CYPSP)

●●

Ongoing engagement with children and young people

●●

Ongoing engagement with parents and guardians

●●

Accessing relevant research from academia

Please indicate to what extent you agree with the proposed structures:
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comments you may have relating to the structures:
NIACRO agrees in principle with proposed structures but notes the following concerns:
• the effectiveness of a Ministerial-led sub-committee
• the influence of those individuals/groups within the stakeholder forum
• the role and input of the community and voluntary sector in the relevant research agenda
• the lack of information on the reporting mechanism(s) for those taking part
• the potential for structures to be both top-down and bottom-up

6

Children and Young People’s Strategy

Consultation Questionnaire

Proposed Outcomes to Improve Well-being
To improve well-being, the consultation document outlines 8 proposed outcomes we want
for our children and young people, these are:
●●

Children and young people are physically and mentally healthy.

●●

Children and young people enjoy play and leisure.

●●

Children and young people learn and achieve.

●●

Children and young people live in safety and stability.

●●

Children and young people experience economic and environmental well-being.

●●

Children and young people make a positive contribution to society.

●●

Children and young people live in a society which respects their rights.

●●

Children and young people live in a society in which equality of opportunity and good
relations are promoted.

For each outcome, you are asked to consider the following:
●●

Based on evidence, where is the greatest effort needed?

●●

How do we know if we are achieving the outcome? (Proposed Indicators)
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Outcome: Children and young people are physically and mentally
healthy

Based on evidence, where is the greatest effort needed?
Within the ‘physically and mentally healthy’ outcome, the areas below have been identified as
requiring the greatest effort. Please tell us to what extent you agree with each.
Infants: By establishing good health habits in the home from an early age the foundations
for achieving this outcome will be established.

1.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

/
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Strongly Disagree

Children and young people are physically and mentally healthy

Children and young people with mental health problems: Concerns relate to depression
and anxiety, eating disorders, drug and alcohol related problems and increased levels of
self‑harm.

2.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
/

3.

Children and young people with a disability and/or complex health needs, including
life limiting conditions: We must ensure that disabilities are not a barrier to the realisation
of this or other outcomes for these children and young people.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
/
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Children and young people living in areas of deprivation: Health outcomes for our
children and young people can be significantly affected by where they live and whether their
family experiences poverty.

4.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

/
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Strongly Disagree

Children and young people are physically and mentally healthy

Outcome: Children and young people are physically and mentally
healthy

How do we know if we are achieving the outcome? (Proposed Indicators)
Based on the issues identified and the data currently available, the proposed headline
indicators identified for the ‘physically and mentally healthy’ outcome are outlined below.
Please tell us to what extent you agree with each indicator:
1.

Childhood obesity: Percentage of Primary 1/Year 8 children who are obese - including
breakdown by deprivation quintiles to examine the impact of deprivation.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

See 'other comments'
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2.

Low birth weight: The proportion of babies born at a low birth weight.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

See 'other comments'

3.

Mental health and emotional well-being: Percentage of children and young people with
GHQ12 scores less than or equal to 4 - signifying possible mental health problem (GHQ12 is
a screening device for identifying minor psychiatric disorders).

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

See 'other comments'
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Children and young people are physically and mentally healthy

Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the ‘physically and
mentally healthy’ outcome:
NIACRO agrees that the establishment of good health habits at an early age is vital in ensuring that
infants are provided with the best possible foundations, both physically and mentally, for the future.
We have concerns that fewer health visiting appointments and assessments is having a detrimental
effect on the establishment of good health habits in the home at an early stage. We believe that parents
and guardians must be supported, as early as possible, to ensure that they have sufficient information,
guidance and education on making healthier choices and developing positive health habits.
NIACRO is in agreement that one of the areas requiring greatest effort is children and young people
living with mental health problems. We understand that mental ill health can have a profound impact on
other parts of children and young people’s lives and therefore should be prioritised, with faster response
appointments. Mental health, homelessness, educational attainment and young people involved in the
criminal justice system are all inter-related and NIACRO believes that this should be recognised and an
appropriate partnership approach should be taken to tackle this.
NIACRO would welcome an expansion of the indicators listed for this outcome and support response
provided by Children in Northern Ireland particularly in relation to equal access to early years, childcare
and family support provision.
Additional indicators for the 'physically and mentally healthy' outcome as referenced by the Children and
Young People's Strategic Partnership (CYPSP) could be in relation to:
• Number of births
• Percentage of mums who smoke during pregnancy
• Percentage of mums who breastfed at hospital discharge
• Number of GP registrations - children (0-2 & 3-5)
• Number of dental registrations
• Number of fillings for 0-17 years
• Number of dental extractions for 0-17 years
• Health card registrations for non-UK nationals
• Life expectancy (male and female)
• One or more people in household with a long-term health problem or disability with dependent children
• Suicide figures
NIACRO believes that a holistic approach to children and young people's wellbeing needs to be taken.
This is particularity appropriate for those children and young people who live with mental ill health.
Indicators related to this could include the number of children and young people waiting for appropriate
mental health services. We welcome greater efforts in education and support for children who are living
with substance misuse and addiction and their parents or guardians. Moreover, we are concerned that
the accessibility of and waiting times for the assessment of ASD and other related conditions are having
a profound impact on the health and wellbeing of our children and young people.
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Outcome: Children and young people enjoy play and leisure
Based on evidence, where is the greatest effort needed?
Within the ‘enjoy play and leisure’ outcome, the areas below have been identified as
requiring the greatest effort. Please tell us to what extent you agree with each.
1.

Early Years: Play and leisure needs to be encouraged and supported from birth.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

/
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Strongly Disagree

Children and young people enjoy play and leisure

Children and young people with a disability: Children with a disability, and their families,
require additional support for play and leisure activities.

2.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

/

Children and young people in poverty: Children from less affluent backgrounds are much
less likely to participate in structured play, cultural or arts-based activities

3.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

/
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Young People: It is important that teenagers are given the freedom, time and space to
enjoy self-directed play and leisure time.

4.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

/
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Strongly Disagree

Children and young people enjoy play and leisure

Outcome: Children and young people enjoy play and leisure
How do we know if we are achieving the outcome? (Proposed Indicators)
Based on the issues identified and the data currently available, the proposed headline
indicator identified for the ‘enjoy play and leisure’ outcome is outlined below. It is intended
that additional indicators will be identified through the Data Development Agenda. Please
tell us to what extent you agree with the indicator:
Enjoyment of Play and Leisure: The enjoyment experienced by children and young people as
they play in their homes, their communities, their schools and their local play facilities.
Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

See 'other comments'
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Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the ‘enjoy play and
leisure’ outcome:
NIACRO believes that there continues to be an unmet need with regard to areas of play for all children.
The local councils in Northern Ireland have a duty to promote the wellbeing of children and young
people to include promoting play and ensuring access to appropriate and safe recreational opportunities
in both urban and rural areas. We feel that the Department should work in partnership with the local
councils to ensure that this outcome is met.
NIACRO would strongly support the provision of appropriate and sufficient opportunities for play and
leisure for children and young people who are in care or are in the youth justice system.
Furthermore, NIACRO is concerned that children and young people who are accessing education under
EOTAS provision are not having sufficient opportunities for stimulation and play, particularly in an
outdoor setting. 'Play has the potential to improve many aspects of emotional well-being, such as
reducing anxiety, depression, aggression, and sleep problems' (Play in Children's Development Health
and Well-being, Jeffrey Goldstein, February 2012) and NIACRO believes that this must be taken into
account for those children who are experiencing difficulties, or are in care or are in the youth justice
system.
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Children and young people learn and achieve

Outcome: Children and young people learn and achieve
Based on evidence, where is the greatest effort needed?
Within the ‘learn and achieve’ outcome, the areas below have been identified as requiring
the greatest effort. Please tell us to what extent you agree with each.
Pupils entitled to free school meals: It is important that our most disadvantaged learners
are given particular focus and evidence clearly demonstrates that social disadvantage has
the greatest single impact on attainment.

1.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
/
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Children and young people with Special Educational Needs (SEN): Work needs to
continue to ensure that all pupils with learning difficulties receive a high quality education and
fulfil their potential.

2.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
/

Care experienced children and young people: Children and young people leaving care
are at a greater risk of not transitioning to employment, education or training. It is important
that they are supported during their education and as they transition out of education and out
of care, to ensure they experience positive outcomes.

3.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
/
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Strongly Disagree

Children and young people learn and achieve

Newcomer, Traveller and Roma children and young people: There is a clear and
demonstrable attainment gap for children and young people who are newcomers to
Northern Ireland, from the Traveller or Roma communities.

4.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
/

Children and young people in custody: These young people should receive education
provision to the same standards, under the same legal basis, as any other young person.

5.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
/
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Outcome: Children and young people learn and achieve
How do we know if we are achieving the outcome? (Proposed Indicators)
Based on the issues identified and the data currently available, the proposed headline
indicators identified for the ‘learn and achieve’ outcome are outlined below. Please tell us to
what extent you agree with each indicator:
1.

Child Development: Percentage of children who are at the appropriate stage of
development in their immediate pre-school year.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

See 'other comments'
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Strongly Disagree

Children and young people learn and achieve

2.

Educational Attainment: Percentage of school leavers achieving level 2 qualifications ~
five+ GCSEs at A*-C or equivalent, including GCSE English and Maths (including equivalent
level 2 qualifications eg BTEC level 2 certificates/diplomas).

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

✔

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

See 'other comments'

3.

Educational Inequality: Gap between percentage of non-FSME (Free School Meal Entitled)
school leavers and percentage of FSME school leavers achieving level 2 qualifications ~
five+ GCSEs at A*-C or equivalent, including GCSE English and Maths (including equivalent
level 2 qualifications eg BTEC level 2 certificates/diplomas).

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

See 'other comments'
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Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the ‘learn and achieve’
outcome:
NIACRO believes that the measurement of learning outcomes must go beyond the proposed indicator of
level 2 qualifications (five + GCSEs at A-C or equivalent, including GCSE English and Maths). This does
not capture or value vocational learning outcomes or personal development achievements and thus, has
the potential to leave behind those children who choose or are best-suited to vocational learning and
qualifications.
Further consideration is also required at the early intervention stage. NIACRO would welcome an
extension of programmes such as Sure Start throughout Northern Ireland which would assist in closing
the performance gap.
NIACRO would welcome an expansion of the indicators listed for this outcome and support response
provided by Children in Northern Ireland using information that is already readily available in Northern
Ireland:
• Numbers at primary school
• Numbers at post primary
• English as an additional language
• Total number of school leavers
• Percentage achieving 2+ A-Levels
• Percentage achieving 5 GCSEs
• Numbers achieving no GCSEs
• Percentage of primary school pupils statemented
• Percentage of post-primary school pupils statemented
• Primary school pupils with less than 85% attendance
• Post-primary school pupils with less than 85% attendance
• Destination: Percentage in higher education
• Destination: Percentage in further education
• Destination: Percentage in employment or training
• Breakdown of vocational equivalent
NIACRO is concerned that the accessibility of and waiting times for the assessment of ASD and other
related conditions are having a profound impact on the health and wellbeing of our children and young
people which subsequently impacts on a child or young person's ability to learn and achieve.
NIACRO would welcome a review and clarification of the Education Welfare Service roles and
responsibilities to ensure that young people of compulsory school age and their families get the best out
of the education system.
We believe that that in many cases, expulsion of a child or young person from the school setting does
not adequately address the issues which have led to or contribute to the behaviour that has caused the
exclusion from the educational setting.
There are a number of other areas in which we would welcome further discussion, including:
• A policy on the standardisation of homework
• Equity for private pre-school providers to have access to the Education Authority in line with public
providers
• Help for children on free school meals during the school holiday periods
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Children and young people live in safety and stability

Outcome: Children and young people live in safety and stability
Based on evidence, where is the greatest effort needed?
Within the ‘live in safety and stability’ outcome, the areas below have been identified as
requiring the greatest effort. Please tell us to what extent you agree with each.
Youth homelessness: A young person cannot feel safe or live with any stability if they do
not have a place they can call home.

1.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

/
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Looked After Children: Looked after children may have experienced living conditions
which are unsafe and unstable – leading to them leaving their family home and living in care.
Therefore, it is important that whilst in care they are given the safety and stability which they
were previously denied.

2.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
/

Internet Safety: Children and young people, and their parents, should be supported to
develop the skills and knowledge necessary to stay safe online and on how to respond when
subject to online abuse.

3.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
/
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Strongly Disagree

Children and young people live in safety and stability

Children and young people under the threat of paramilitary intimidation: This was
raised consistently during co-design as an area of concern for young people – paramilitary
intimidation can lead to feelings of instability and insecurity, causing the young person
distress and leaving them isolated from family, friends and community.

4.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:
/

Children experiencing neglect or domestic violence: Neglect or domestic violence can
affect any child and/or young person. The impact of such abuse on children and young
people can be significant and longlasting.

5.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:
/
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Children and young people in contact with the youth justice system: We must work to
ensure that children and young people who come into contact with the youth justice system –
including the children of prisoners – are not destined to have poorer life chances.

6.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:
/

Family Breakdown: Children and young people have a right to preserve their family
relations and a right to maintain direct contact with both parents on a regular basis, if that is
in their best interests. We must ensure that those rights are respected and help parents to
work through their difficulties in a way that does not cause additional stress and harm.

7.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:
/

28

Children and young people live in safety and stability

Outcome: Children and young people live in safety and stability
How do we know if we are achieving the outcome? (Proposed Indicators)
Based on the issues identified and the data currently available, the proposed headline
indicators identified for the ‘live in safety and stability’ outcome are outlined below. Please
tell us to what extent you agree with each indicator:
1.

Youth homelessness: Number of 16/17 year olds presenting as homeless.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:
See 'other comments'
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2.

First time entrants into the criminal justice system: Number of first time entrants into the
criminal justice system.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

See 'other comments'

3.

Victims of crime: Number of young people who are victims of crime.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

See 'other comments'
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Children and young people live in safety and stability

Child contact order: Number of repeat applications made.

4.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

/
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Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the ‘live in safety and
stability’ outcome:
NIACRO welcomes the addition of both; 'Children and young people under the threat of paramilitary
intimidation' and 'Children and young people in contact with the youth justice system' as distinct groups
requiring a specialist approach for the first time.
NIACRO agrees that children and young people under the threat of paramilitary intimidation can lead to
feelings of instability and insecurity, causing the child or young person distress which can result in them
becoming isolated from their family, friends and community and/or at risk of homelessness. We believe
that no child or young person should ever have to feel concerned about the potential threat of
paramilitary violence. Given the current level of these attacks, particularity on children and young
people, NIACRO would welcome greater protection for children and young people under threat.
NIACRO is concerned that there is a possible lack of confidence in the police and criminal justice
system in particular in those of greatest social deprivation and exclusion. A shift from Neighbourhood
Policing Teams to Local Policing Teams has had an impact on relations between the Police and the
communities in which they serve. We would welcome more effective training for PSNI staff with regard
to communication between PSNI staff and children who live with ASD or other related conditions, in
particular those which affect their ability to communicate with others.
NIACRO is concerned that using the number of first time entrants into the criminal justice system will not
be wholly reflective of the number of children and young people who have contact with the criminal
justice system. We feel that information on the number of discretionary disposals issued would go some
way in ensuring that all first contacts with the criminal justice system is recorded with regard to children
and young people.
With regard to data development, NIACRO feels that the word 'loss' would be a more suitable
replacement for 'death of a relative' - loss or separation ensures that those children who are impacted
for example, by a parent going to prison, are not forgotten.
Other indicators could include:
• Number of incidents of domestic violence
• Levels of addiction (families/children and young people)- misuse of drugs and alcohol
• Number of homes with member(s) living with mental ill health
• Number of recorded hate crime incidents (families/children and young people)
We believe that parents, children and young people should be supported to develop the skills and
knowledge necessary to stay safe online including on how to respond to online abuse. Technology can
remove some of the protective barriers around children and we agree that we want our children and
young people to be able to access the benefits of the digital world in a safe and responsible manner.
There is training available, such as CEOP, which provides basic guidance for parents and 'Thinkuknow'
resources which can be used directly with children and young people.
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Children and young people experience
a. economic and b. environmental well-being

Outcome: Children and young people experience economic and
environmental well‑being
Based on evidence, where is the greatest effort needed?
Within the ‘economic and environmental well-being’ outcome, the areas below have been
identified as requiring the greatest effort. Please tell us to what extent you agree with each.
1.

Families experiencing poverty: By helping families living in poverty, children and young
people affected can experience a range of better outcomes.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

NIACRO welcomes the addition of both; 'Children and young people under the threat of paramilitary
intimidation' and 'Children and young people in contact with the youth justice system' as distinct groups
requiring a specialist approach for the first time.
NIACRO agrees that children and young people under the threat of paramilitary intimidation can lead to
feelings of instability and insecurity, causing the child or young person distress which can result in them
becoming isolated from their family, friends and community and/or at risk of homelessness. We believe
that no child or young person should ever have to feel concerned about the potential threat of
paramilitary violence. Given the current level of these attacks, particularity on children and young
people, NIACRO would welcome greater protection for children and young people under threat.
NIACRO is concerned that there is a possible lack of confidence in the police and criminal justice
system in particular in those of greatest social deprivation and exclusion. A shift from Neighbourhood
Policing Teams to Local Policing Teams has had an impact on relations between the Police and the
communities in which they serve. We would welcome more effective training for PSNI staff with regard
to communication between PSNI staff and children who live with ASD or other related conditions, in
particular those which affect their ability to communicate with others.
NIACRO is concerned that using the number of first time entrants into the criminal justice system will not
be wholly reflective of the number of children and young people who have contact with the criminal
justice system. We feel that information on the number of discretionary disposals issued would go some
way in ensuring that all first contacts with the criminal justice system is recorded with regard to children
and young people.
With regard to data development, NIACRO feels that the word 'loss' would be a more suitable
replacement for 'death of a relative' - loss or separation ensures that those children who are impacted
for example, by a parent going to prison, are not forgotten.
Other indicators could include:
• Number of incidents of domestic violence
• Levels of addiction (families/children and young people)- misuse of drugs and alcohol
• Number of homes with member(s) living with mental ill health
• Number of recorded hate crime incidents (families/children and young people)
We believe that parents, children and young people should be supported to develop the skills and
knowledge necessary to stay safe online including on how to respond to online abuse. Technology can
remove some of the protective barriers around children and we agree that we want our children and
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Children and young people in need of education, employment or training: Children and
young people should have opportunities to develop appropriate skills so they can become
economically active, find a gainful employment and avoid poverty.

2.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
/

Rural young people: Children and young people living in rural areas often face additional
challenges in the area of economic well-being. There may be fewer employment
opportunities and they may have to travel further to access education, training or
employment.

3.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
/
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Strongly Disagree

Children and young people experience
a. economic and b. environmental well-being

Outcome: Children and young people experience economic and
environmental well-being
How do we know if we are achieving the outcome? (Proposed Indicators)
Based on the issues identified and the data currently available, the proposed headline
indicators identified for the ‘experience economic and environmental well-being’ outcome
are outline below. Please tell us to what extent you agree with each indicator:
1.

Child Poverty: Percentage of children living in absolute poverty before housing costs.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

See 'other comments'
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2.

Number of young people not in education, employment or training: Number of 16-24
year olds not in education, employment or training.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

See 'other comments'
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Children and young people experience
a. economic and b. environmental well-being

Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the ‘experience
economic and environmental well‑being’ outcome:
NIACRO seeks clarification on the indicators, particularly those relating to child poverty. We feel that
there is a need to include statistics which demonstrate relative poverty levels as well as absolute
poverty levels. NIACRO would encourage the inclusion of the collection and reporting levels of child
poverty across age groups, including monitoring the percentage of households with children where at
least one adult is in work and the household is in poverty.
In addition to this, there must be greater consideration for the impact of welfare reform on households
with children and young people. As mentioned by Children in Northern Ireland, we would welcome the
inclusion of the rate of economic inactivity which has been a longstanding problem in Northern Ireland
due to our higher levels of people with caring responsibilities, complex medical problems and high levels
of mental ill health which has been a result of the legacy of conflict in Northern Ireland.
The issue of the lack of affordable and accessible childcare is having a significant impact on the number
of parents able to get into work, education or training. NIACRO believes that inclusion of childcare as an
important element in ensuring children and young people can experience economic and environmental
well-being is hugely important.
Finally, NIACRO would suggest that the quality of housing, across all areas, sectors and communities
and the inclusion of homeless statistics, in particular in relation to families and children and young
people would help to assess and address this outcome.
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Outcome: Children and young people make a positive contribution to
society

Based on evidence, where is the greatest effort needed?
Within the ‘positive contribution to society’ outcome, the areas below have been identified
as requiring the greatest effort. Please tell us to what extent you agree with each.
Youth Work (youth organisations and groups: Youth work (through youth organisations
and groups) seeks to enable every young person to achieve their full potential, and to
particularly support young people who may have experienced challenges in their early life. It
is essential that the Strategy can be flexible and accommodate vulnerable young people in
the 18-25 age bracket (aligning with the Priorities for Youth).

1.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

/
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Strongly Disagree

Children and young people make a positive contribution to society

“Seldom heard voices” of young people: Participation should be for all children and
young people and mechanisms should be put in place to facilitate and actively seek out the
voice of young people who are seldom heard.

2.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

/
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Outcome: Children and young people make a positive contribution to
society

How do we know if we are achieving the outcome? (Proposed Indicators)
Based on the issues identified and the data currently available, the proposed headline
indicators identified for the ‘positive contribution to society’ outcome are outline below.
Please tell us to what extent you agree with each indicator:
1.

Participation: Frequency of participation in voluntary and community work.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

See 'other comments'
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Children and young people make a positive contribution to society

2.

Self-efficacy: Measure the confidence and capability of young people through self-efficacy.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

Agree

✔

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

See 'other comments'
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Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the ‘make a positive
contribution to society’ outcome:

NIACRO understands that children and young people are a vital contributor to community and society
but with fewer opportunities and resources available than other groups to make a contribution. NIACRO
would welcome further support for young people and encouragement to undertake volunteering
opportunities - this is especially important for those young people who are hard to reach or who have a
criminal or police record. This makes it more difficult for those children and young people to make a
positive contribution to society.
Following NIACRO's 'Off The Record' campaign in 2015, the independent Criminal Records Filtering
Review Scheme was introduced on 1st March 2016. Whilst we welcome this result, we believe that work
must continue, to ensure that stereotyping in such cases does not continue, through education and
engagement with young people and the groups or organisations who can provide young people with
volunteering and support opportunities. Moreover, we believe that children with complex or additional
needs must be provided with access to opportunities to achieve. We would like to see further
information and indicators on how this outcome will help build the social capital of all children and young
people.
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Children and young people live in a society
which respects their rights

Outcome: Live in a society which respect their rights
Based on evidence, where is the greatest effort needed?
Within the ‘live in a society which respects their rights’ outcome, the areas below have been
identified as requiring the greatest effort. Please tell us to what extent you agree with each.
Children acting as carers: Children acting as carers are at risk of missing out on their
childhood.

1.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

/
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Children and young people who suffer from racism: Children and young people can find
themselves subject to direct or indirect discrimination or racism. It is important that these
children and young people are aware of their rights and what support they are entitled to –
they require extra protection to prevent negative experiences resulting in negative outcomes.

2.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
/

Children and young people who are Lesbian, Gay or Bisexual (LGB): Lesbian, gay or
bisexual young people feel that their rights and awareness or their issues are largely ignored
in their education, communities and wider society.

3.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
/
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Strongly Disagree

Children and young people live in a society
which respects their rights

Children and young people who identify as Transgender: Services need to be flexible in
dealing with children and young people who identify as transgender and ensure they do not
face discrimination, of any sort, based on their identity.

4.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

/

Children and young people who speak a different language: Where possible, services
should be provided in a range of languages to cater for all children and young people.

5.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

/
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Children and young people who seek to practice their faith: Children and young people
who seek to live out their faith in daily life are at risk of not having their fundamental rights
respected. This also applies to those children and young people who have no faith and who
class themselves as atheist or humanist.

6.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

/
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Strongly Disagree

Children and young people live in a society
which respects their rights

Outcome: Live in a society which respect their rights
How do we know if we are achieving the outcome? (Proposed Indicators)
Based on the issues identified and the data currently available, the proposed headline
indicators identified for the ‘live in a society which respects their rights’ outcome are
outline below. Please tell us to what extent you agree with each indicator:
1.

Understanding of the UNCRC: Percentage of young people who have heard of the
UNCRC and percentage of adults who have heard of the UNCRC.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

See 'other comments'
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2.

Respect for views: Percentage of young people who feel they have a chance to give their
views about the issues that affect them.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

See 'other comments'

3.

Negative stereotyping: Percentage of young people who feel the media represents young
people fairly.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

See 'other comments'
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Children and young people live in a society
which respects their rights

Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the ‘live in a society
which respects their rights’ outcome:
NIACRO supports the Children in Northern Ireland response to this outcome and welcomes that the
rights of young people are included in the strategy so that they can be entitled to rights and be involved
in the decisions that affect them, providing unique perspectives and expertise on the issues that matter
to them.
To safeguard and uphold children and young people's rights, the outcome framework and all of its key
elements must explicitly demonstrate that they have foundational links to the international authority on
children's rights - the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
NIACRO also welcomes the recognition that particular groups of children are potentially more vulnerable
and thus, require differing and appropriate approaches in order to ensure that their views and
participation is meaningful and effective.
NIACRO would welcome an indicator which would ensure that children and young people's participation
is measured and improved upon. Areas which could be identified and measured include:
• Legal entitlements to participate
• Measuring the right of access to information
• Measuring awareness on children’s civil rights
• Measuring opportunities to influence agendas
• Measuring respect for children’s participation in their everyday lives
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Outcome: Live in a society in which equality of opportunity and good
relations are promoted

Based on evidence, where is the greatest effort needed?
Within the ‘live in a society in which equality of opportunity and good relations are
promoted’ outcome, the areas below have been identified as requiring the greatest effort.
Please tell us to what extent you agree with each.
Children and young people most likely to experience inequality (S75): Section 75 of the
Northern Ireland Act 1998 lists groups of people that require equality of opportunity. These
groups include children and young people. Children and young people with different religious
beliefs, political opinions, racial group, sexual orientation, gender, disability etc should all be
treated fairly and equally. In addition, children and young people should not feel they are
treated unfairly due to their age and negative perceptions of young people should be tackled.

1.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

/
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Strongly Disagree

Children and young people live in a society in which equality
of opportunity and good relations are promoted

Children and young people living in interface areas: Children and young people who
experience the legacy of the conflict more keenly and who live in communities with more
entrenched attitudes, need greater support to realise the outcome of improved attitudes.

2.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is
required?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

/
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Outcome: Live in a society in which equality of opportunity and good
relations are promoted

How do we know if we are achieving the outcome? (Proposed Indicators)
Based on the issues identified and the data currently available, the proposed headline
indicators identified for the ‘live in a society which equality of opportunity and good
relations are promoted’ outcome are outline below. Please tell us to what extent you agree
with each indicator:
1.

Attitudes towards others: Percentage who are favourable towards Catholics, Protestants
and Minority Ethnic Groups.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

See 'other comments'
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Children and young people live in a society in which equality
of opportunity and good relations are promoted

2.

Engagement between young people of different community backgrounds: Percentage
of young people who regularly socialise or play sport with people from a different religious
community.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

See 'other comments'

3.

Shared spaces: Percentage of young people who think that leisure centres, parks, libraries
and shopping centres in their area are ‘shared and open’ to both Protestants and Catholics.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?
Strongly Agree

✔

Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

See 'other comments'
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Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the ‘live in a society in which
equality of opportunity and good relations are promoted’ outcome:
NIACRO would welcome a more inclusive approach across the strategy in relation to race, culture,
lifestyle and experiences of children and young people. We note that there is insufficient provision for
the needs of those children seeking refugee and asylum status and for children and young people who
are carers.
The strategy must fully comply with Section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act for example, investigating the
differential impact on the grounds of gender due to the different experiences of boys and girls in relation
to educational attainment and involvement in the youth justice system.
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Children and Young People’s Strategy

Consultation Questionnaire

Additional Comments
Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the Children and Young
People’s Strategy:
Across all outcomes - in the 'what needs to be done?' section, the phraseology should read 'Parents and
guardians should be supported to' replacing 'Parents and guardians should be'
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IF YOU ARE RESPONDING AS AN INDIVIDUAL
1.

Your Details:

Name

_______________________________________________________________

Address

_______________________________________________________________

City/Town

_______________________________________________________________

Postcode

_______________________________________________________________

Email Address

_______________________________________________________________

Phone Number

_______________________________________________________________

2.

3.

Are you.....?

4.

Are you.....?

Male

Single, that is never married

Female

Married and living with husband/wife

What is your age?

Living as married with a partner
Married and separated from husband/wife

0-15

Divorced

16-19

Widowed

20-24
25-34

Civil Partner in a legally recognised Civil
Partnership and living with civil partner

35-49

In Civil Partnership - separated

50-64

In Civil Partnership - legally dissolved

65+

In Civil Partnership - partner since died
Other (please specify)
___________________________
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Children and Young People’s Strategy

Consultation Questionnaire

5.

6.

Are you.....?

8.

Heterosexual

No religion

Bisexual

Catholic

Gay

Presbyterian

Lesbian

Church of Ireland

Other (please specify)

Methodist

___________________________

Baptist
Free Presbyterian

What is your country of birth?

Brethren

Northern Ireland

Protestant - not specified

England

Christian - not specified

Wales

Buddhist

Scotland

Hindu

Republic of Ireland

Jewish

Elsewhere (please write the name of

Muslim

the country)

Sikh

___________________________

7.

What is your religion?

Any other religion (please specify)
___________________________

What is your ethnicity?
White
Chinese
Irish Traveller

9.

Do you have any dependants in
your care
(Please select all that apply)

Indian

Child/Children

Pakistani

Elderly Relative

Bangladeshi

Sick or Infirm Relative

Black Caribbean

Disabled Relative

Black African

None

Black Other

Other (please specify)

Other (please specify)

___________________________

___________________________
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10.

The Equality Act (2010) defines disability as a physical or mental impairment that has
a ‘substantial’ and ‘long-term’ (more than 12 months) negative effect on your ability to do
normal daily activities. Under this definition, do you consider yourself to have a disability?
Yes
No

58

Children and Young People’s Strategy

Consultation Questionnaire

EQUALITY IMPACT
Any strategy is likely to have impacts beyond the specific areas and issues it may be
targeting. We would welcome views on how delivering a Children and Young People’s
Strategy may affect other groups in society.
Please describe any effect you think the delivery of a Children and Young People’s Strategy
may have on the nine groups contained within Section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act.
Strongly

Mainly Positive

Mainly

Strongly

Positive

No Effect

Negative

Negative

Religious beliefs
Political opinion
Racial groups
Age
Marital status
Sexual orientation
Gender
Persons with a disability
and persons without
Persons with dependants
and persons without

Please provide further detail as to why you feel the Strategy will have negative/positive effects.
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Confidentiality and Access
to Information Legislation
Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal information, may be
published or disclosed in accordance with access to information legislation: these are chiefly
the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA), the Data Protection Act 1998 (DPA) and the
Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIR).
If you want the information that you provide to be treated as confidential, please be aware that,
under the FOIA, there is a statutory Code of Practice (section 45) with which public authorities
must comply and which deals, amongst other things, with obligations of confidence. In view of this,
it would be helpful if you could explain to us why you regard the information you have provided
as confidential. If we receive a request for disclosure of the information, we will take full account
of your explanation, but we cannot give an assurance that confidentiality can be maintained in all
circumstances. An automatic confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of
itself, be regarded as binding on the Department of Education.
For further information about confidentiality of responses please contact the Information
Commissioner’s Office on 028 9026 9380 or email ni@ico.gsi.gov.uk (or see their website).
Please tick the box below if you wish your response to be treated as anonymous.
I want my response to be treated as anonymous
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Consultation Questionnaire

Thank You

That completes the survey - thank you for your valuable input into this consultation.
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